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Abstract: This paper will analyse the formation of the Jewish-Argentine working class, its
relationship with left-wing political cultures and transnational urban experiences in the
context of capitalist modernisation. On the eve of the First World War, the Jewish working
class constituted the third largest ethnic community in Buenos Aires, behind Italian and
Spanish immigrants. Jewish immigration became visible between 1905 and 1906, when more
than 20,000 people from Eastern Europe arrived in Buenos Aires, escaping antisemitism,
pogroms, and the miserable conditions of the tsarist Pale of Settlement. Indistinctly called the
“Russians”, they represented a social minority in numerical terms. All the same, their political
relevance was salient as the public opinion stigmatized them as a dangerous and subversive
social group, associated with terrorism, violence, and women trafficking. Transoceanic Jewish
migration continued until the end of the 1920s, making the Argentinelewish community the
largest of Latin America. At the turn of the twentieth century, Jews began to settle in specific
neighbourhoods along Buenos Aires (in the first years, Balvanera and Almagro; later in the
1920s, Villa Crespo, Paternal, and Caballito), gaining a growing presence in certain branches
of production and working places. Within Buenos Aires’ multi-ethnic framework, a sui generis
Jewish labour world was structured based on an unstable, seasonal, and ethnically split labour
market, shaped both by the specific demands of the ethnic group as well as the urban
development process. At the core of the identity of Jewish workers was a tension between,
on the one hand, the identification along ethnic lines and, on the other, the development of
a class identity forged in the daily exploitation shared with both Jewish and non-Jewish
workers. Nevertheless, what was unique or peculiar about the experience of the Jewish
working class in Buenos Aires? How considerable was the impact of developing urbanization
among the Argentinean Jewry in the early-twentieth century? Which roles were played by left
political cultures in shaping these new identities?
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