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Since Mauricio Macri took office as Argentina’s president in 2015, the country has witnessed a radical turn to 
neoliberalism. Argentina’s inflation has risen to 50%, the peso has been devalued by 250%, and interest rates have 
ballooned to 60%. With skyrocketing debt and decaying national industries, Macri’s neoliberal shock doctrine also 
enacted significant utility price hikes – tarifazos. As a result, electricity prices have soared by 3,624%, natural gas by 
2,401%, water by 1,025%, and transportation by 500%. This panel will discuss how these circumstances undermine 
Argentina’s sustainable development as well as efforts to advance human rights. Growing housing disparities in 
peripheral Buenos Aires demonstrate that Macri’s policies only exacerbate country-wide poverty, inequality, and 
community disintegration, vexing issues for the Argentine people. To provide an on-the-ground perspective, 
photographs of resistance to tarifazos among grassroots organizations and feminist movements in Argentina will be 
presented. Importantly, this resistance is part of a wider struggle that goes beyond the current government, seeking a 
more equal and sustainable common living.
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