
Crafting Resistance challenges the idea of political prisoners as 'passive victims' which fails 

to recognise the degree of agency many prisoners retain despite the horrific circumstances 

they endure. During the military dictatorship of General Pinochet in Chile (1973-1990) 

hundreds of political prisoners were held in concentration camps throughout the country. In a 

number of these camps, prisoners organised themselves and crafted items from the very 

limited materials and improvised tools available to them. These artefacts are now testimony 

to the mental endurance of all those who were political prisoners under the Pinochet regime. 

The film tells the stories of the making of these craft pieces through the words of a number of 

ex-political prisoners and reflects on the importance of the craftwork in relation to sustaining 

the mental health and wellbeing of those incarcerated. It also reflects on the lasting legacies 

of the craftwork. The film shows how, in the words of one ex-political prisoner,  the objects 

convey a message of hope for the future, that regardless of the extremity of the situation 

there is always a way to make things better. These craft objects are a testimony of what can 

be achieved even when this does not seem possible.  

Jasmine Gideon, producer of Crafting Resistance, will be in conversation with Cristina 

Zamora Eguiluz, her daughter, Jimena Pardo, & Grace Livingstone.  

Jasmine Gideon is a Senior Lecturer in Development Studies in the Dept of Geography at 

Birkbeck, University of London. Her recent research has focused on issues around gender, 

transnational migration and health and has explored questions of health and well-being 

among Chilean exiles in the UK. She is the author of 'Gender, Globalization and Health in a  

Latin American Context' (2014) Palgrave Macmillan as well as the editor of  International 

Handbook on Gender & Health, (2016), Edward Elgar publishing: Cheltenham and a number 

of other publications including (2018) 'Gendering Activism, Exile and Wellbeing: Chilean 

Exiles in the UK', Gender Place and Culture , 25:2, 228-247.    

Cristina Zamora Eguiluz is a Chilean doctor who arrived in the UK as a refugee after 

spending two years as a political prisoner in Chile. She was in the last years of her medical 

degree and was also part of the revolutionary left movement (MIR) at the time of the military 

coup in Chile. During her detention she took part in the workshops organised by the 

prisoners making crafts to sell. When she was finally released she was granted a visa for 

England and was able to study medicine sponsored by the World University Service. Her 

work was shown as part of the exhibition ‘Crafting Resistance’ and appears in the film 

‘Crafting Resistance’ sharing her experience of making solidarity art.  

Jimena Pardo is a second-generation Chilean who arrived in England with her mother 

Cristina in 1976 at the age of two. Jimena studied a degree in Fine Art and Art for Society, 

her artwork strongly reflects her family’s experience, including her parent’s imprisonment, 

and the exiled identity. She currently works as an Art Teacher and since February 2018 has 

been facilitating workshops for the project  'Bordando por la Memoria' – Embroidering 

Memory. A collaborative textile art project with the Chilean exiled community. Remembering 

events from the dictatorship and creating a physical archive of memory.  

Dr Grace Livingstone is an affiliated lecturer at the Centre of Latin American Studies, 

University of Cambridge, and a visiting research fellow at the Institute of Latin American 

Studies, School of Advanced Studies, University of London. She is author of ‘Britain and the 

Dictatorships of Argentina and Chile, 1973-82:  Foreign Policy, Corporations and Social 

Movement’. Full profile 
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http://www.latin-american.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/bordando_por_la_memoria.pdf
http://www.latin-american.cam.ac.uk/node/16/grace-livingstone
http://www.bbk.ac.uk/linguistics/geds/news-and-events/news/crafting-resistence-interview-with-jasmine-gideon

