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In the mid-1830s a number of renowned cases of piracy made headlines across the 
Atlantic world. Some of the most notorious ones involved Cuban-based slave trading 
ships that had turned to piracy in the hope of maximising profits. Piracy and Slave 
Trade were, in any case, terms that usually appeared together during the first 
decades of the nineteenth century. Piracy in particular was still a very flexible label 
that also allowed various degrees of impunity to those governments who were 
interested in suppressing it. In this lecture, I analyse two cases that were defined at 
various moments as cases of piracy, but that in reality were very different and 
controversial. The case of the Panda (1834) – a Spanish slave trader turned into a 
pirate with a colourful story – and the famous case of the Amistad (1838) – where a 
successful African uprising led to a trial that captured the attention and imagination 
of the authorities and general public on both sides of the Atlantic. By examining 
them, I intend to put forward two main arguments. Firstly, that the concept of piracy 
in the Atlantic World (and beyond) during the Age of Revolution was a loose one, 
easily modified to fit particular interests and often directly related to slave trading; 
and secondly, that the events of the Panda had an enormous influence -so far 
overlooked- in the outcome of the case of the Amistad a few years later. 

All Welcome!! Followed by wine reception. 
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